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Courting Olympic Success |«

A game with roots on the streets — 3x3 basketball — will be
making its debut as an Olympic event at the Tokyo Games this
summer, in a development that has thrust top Japanese player
Ochiai Tomoya into the spotlight.

Ochiai, 32, originally played traditional five—person
basketball, but he is now a prominent name in the new sport.
Though some people may focus on the similarities between the two
types of basketball, Ochiai points out, ”“3x3 and five—person
basketball are completely different things.” |«

In 3x3 basketball, two teams of three players score points using
a single hoop. Each game is 10 minutes long, which is one—fourth
the length of a five—person basketball game. The court is a
little smaller than half the size of a traditional court, and
players quickly change offense and defense roles. Coaches do not
give instructions, and individual ability and judgment become
more important than in five-player basketball, where team plays
are crucial.|<

Ochiai reveals that the reason he began playing 3x3 was “partly
for fun,” because he had been invited to play by someone he knew.
At 195 centimeters tall, he had height on his side, and even
played five—person basketball on the U24 Japan national team. But
because there were no professional teams in Japan when he

graduated from college in 2010, he took some distance from




basketball. He aspired to become a model, but he was considered
too tall, and ended up making ends meet with part—time jobs. That
was when he encountered streetball, or 3x3.

Playing at school festivals and nightclubs made him feel at one
with spectators, and he experienced the sort of excitement that
he had felt when he first started playing basketball. At games,
he was sought out to be a leader, which gave him the sort of
satisfaction that he couldn’t get otherwise. He regained his
passion for basketball.|<

Starting in 2012, Ochiai began going on overseas tours, playing
against the world s top players. That experience brought his
ranking up to No. 1 in Japan. In 2018 he helped Japan win its
first bronze medal at the FIBA 3x3 Asia Cup.|<

”3x3 changed who I am. If I had simply continued to play five-
player basketball, T wouldn’t have come as far as I have,” says
Ochiai. ”“It’s kind of like I'm giving back to this sport, but I
want to win a medal.”[<]

Remember Hanshin|<

Jan. 17 marked exactly 25 years since the 1995 Great Hanshin
Earthquake struck the Kobe area, claiming 6,434 lives, and
memorial events for the victims were held across the region
throughout the day. <

While there are growing numbers of young people with no memory
of the magnitude 7.3 quake, the cataclysm has also spurred

greater understanding across Japan of the importance of natural




disaster prevention and mitigation, and disaster volunteering has
expanded. Meanwhile, the voices of those who were in the
earthquake zone have continued to speak and pass on their
memories.

At an annual gathering in Higashi Yuenchi park in Kobe' s Chuo
Ward, a moment of silence was held at 5:46 a.m. — the moment the
quake struck — and again 12 hours later. Some 6,000 lanterns made
from bamboo and plastic bottles were also used to spell out
"Kizamu 1.17,” or ”71.17 etched in our minds.”

For those who lost loved ones, the ensuing quarter century has
done nothing to diminish the pain. One 40-year—old woman now
living in Okinawa Prefecture and attending the gathering for the
first time revealed that she saw her friend die beneath the
rubble.

"1 came here hoping to deal with my feelings, but they re just
too overwhelming,” she said.

At the nearby Hyogo House public hall, some 400 people gathered
for a memorial ceremony, including Crown Prince and Crown
Princess Akishino, who presented flowers. Crown Prince Akishino
told attendees, ”“1 hope that the stories of the disaster will
surpass generational lines and continue to be told, that
knowledge gained will spread both inside and outside Japan, and
that people will help one another.”

Hyogo Gov. Ido Toshizo stated, "It has been 25 years since the
disaster, and we have entered an era of determination to move

7

beyond recovery to building a new Hyogo.
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Streams of Support

With the new coronavirus causing cancellations and postponements
of shows, virtual events in Europe held over the internet have
become more popular among people forced to stay home.

Virtual orchestras have been gaining attention in France, where
the National Orchestra of France's approximately 50 musicians
each played their parts of “Bolero” separately at their homes
shortly after lockdown measures began in the country on March 17.
The performance was then uploaded to YouTube on March 29.

In it, the sounds and images are edited together so that the
finished piece feels like the musicians are all playing as one.
When new instruments are introduced in the music, the number of
screens featuring musicians multiply, until by its climax the
whole orchestra is seen in a mosaic of players.

Many of the musicians are seen dressed in casual wear, and
sights including that of the timpani player “air performing” with
a ladle and a wooden spatula give it a sense of humor.

Virtual initiatives are also gaining attention as ways to
support artists who have lost income due to event cancellations.
In Berlin, the majority of clubs have closed. But every night on
the “United We Stream” website, DJs hold free music streaming

events that viewers can donate to.

About 20% of the money they raise through donations is

distributed to venues and performers, with the rest going to




clubs in financial difficulties or to refugee support. Around a
month after starting, the project had raised some 46 million yen.

The Berlin state government has also created a digital calendar
to support artists, called “Berlin (a)live.” On it, performers
can register their online events. If viewers then click on a
link, they can be taken straight to a digital stage. Giving
donations is also possible through the calendar.

The Berlin (a)live website reads, “1t’s especially in such times
of 'Being left to ourselves’ that we need the arts.”
<
Interactive Initiative

While many children in Japan remain stuck at home due to
schools’ temporary closures amid the new coronavirus pandemic,
one child care facility is helping to relieve their stress with
the aid of videoconferencing technology and a healthy dose of
laughter.

The Kameda branch of CFA Kids, a facility in Tokyo’s Adachi Ward
operated by the nonprofit organization Chance For All, launched
its videoconferencing service on April 10, three days after Prime
Minister Abe Shinzo declared a state of emergency in Tokyo and
six other prefectures over the spread of virus infections. Some
200 children at nine facilities in Tokyo operated by Chance For
All took part.

As a worker appeared on the screen sporting an afro hairstyle,
the children watching through their screens broke out in

laughter. Despite the smiles, the session was not without




trouble, with the sound cutting out for some. But even so, the
children were able to interact with each other for the first time
in a while, and they played rock paper scissors, danced and sang
songs.

Many elementary schools have been closed since March 2.
Additionally, child care facilities in Tokyo and other areas
under state of emergency measures have been suspending their
operations or only accepting children when it is unavoidable. As
a result, more children have remained at home and been avoiding
going outside.

Nakayama Isana, 35, chief director of Chance For All, said,
"When schools are closed for long periods of time, children’s
daily rhythm gets out of balance, their studies are delayed, and
their ties with society become weaker. Working online, there were
some issues with lag and so on, but we want to continue to do our

activities remotely.”
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Holding on to Hope

Japanese swimming star lkee Rikako, 20, has been selected to
front the one—-year—to—go promotion of the 2020 Tokyo Olympic and
Paralympic Games, after they were postponed by a year due to the
new coronavirus pandemic; though doubts simmer over whether they
can be held at all.

On July 23 at 8 p.m., exactly a year before the games’ opening
ceremony will be held, Ikee spoke from the Japan National
Stadium, which was without spectators due to infection prevention
measures.

"Sports provide courage and unity for people. When crawling up
from adverse circumstances, the power of hope is really needed,”
said the swimmer appointed by the Tokyo Organising Committee of
the Olympic and Paralympic Games. Ikee, who was previously
diagnosed with leukemia and now has her sights set on a comeback
to her sport, infused her words with feeling.

By appointing Ikee, who in March returned to the swimming pool
for the first time since February 2019, the Tokyo 2020 Organising
Committee aims to give courage to athletes across the world who
are struggling with the sudden changes brought by the pandemic.

But public opinion regarding the Olympics and Paralympics is
becoming increasingly critical.

In a survey conducted by Waseda and Doshisha universities in

July, only 18.4% of respondents said they were “in favor” or




”somewhat in favor” of holding the Tokyo Games in their original
form, while a total of 52.7% said they “oppose” or ”somewhat
oppose” the idea.

But despite this, Ikee, who spoke while holding a lantern
containing the Olympic flame, said, “One year from today, I want
this place to shine with the flames of hope.” While acknowledging
that there are many people opposed to the events going ahead, she
said, “The hopes for these games have shone for a long time, so
however difficult it may be, we can face it and strive for them. ”[d
Crowning Achievement

Seventh—dan shogi player Fujii Sota has become the youngest
player to win a major title in the traditional Japanese board
game, at age 17 years and 11 months, after defeating title—holder
Watanabe Akira, 36, in the 91st Kisei title match in Osaka.|<

Fujii finished the best—of-five match with three wins to one
loss, emerging victorious in the fourth game on July 16 in 110
moves, just three days before his 18th birthday. His win broke a
record held for 30 years by ninth—dan player Yashiki Nobuyuki,
now 48, who in 1990 won his first major title aged 18 years and 6
months.

After the match, Fujii said, “I'm in a position of
responsibility now, so I want to work harder and aim to play
great shogi.”

The teen sensation was all smiles as he raised a card with a

message celebrating his first major title win and received a




bouquet from his master, eighth—dan player Sugimoto Masataka, 51.
Sugimoto said, “I’ve believed this day would come since I first
met Sota 10 years ago when he was in elementary school.”

Fujii earlier became the youngest professional shogi player in
history at age 14 years and 2 months, in October 2016. He also
won a record 29 consecutive games from his professional debut,
and climbed the ranks at record speed. His Kisei games marked his
first challenge for a major title.

In his study of the game, Fujii has tried to surpass artificial
intelligence (AI). He keeps an Al app on his phone, and
constantly trains. But he doesn’t just follow the moves suggested
by Al, going by instinct in the end.

In his second Kisei title match game, Fujii played a gold piece
to square 54 in a move Al wouldn' t consider the best choice. But
following that, he won the match. “Even though I study with
software, in the end it’s important to think for myself,” he
said.

Fujii is now challenging ninth—dan Kimura Kazuki, 47, for the Oi
title. He won the first two games of the best—of-seven match, and
if he wins two more, he will obtain his second major title and be

promoted to eighth—dan.
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Editorial: 9 years after Japan triple disaster, time to rethink
community

March 11, 2020 marks nine years since the Great East Japan
Earthquake, tsunami, and the ongoing nuclear disaster. The
children who entered elementary school that year will be
graduating from junior high school this spring.

Infrastructural work is now in its final stages. The planned
development of residential land for approximately 18,000 homes is
99% finished. Obviously, however, this does not mean that
reconstruction has been completed.

What is being sought in the disaster areas today?

The majority of the Fukushima Prefecture town of Naraha was
designated an “evacuation directive 1ift prepared area” due to
the disaster at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power station. Its
evacuation directive was lifted 4 1/2 years ago, and the town’s
population has grown to some 3, 900. Compared to the number of
people registered as residents of the town, the actual proportion
of people who have returned is close to 60%. Schools and business
facilities have been built one after another, bringing back
scenes of everyday life to the town.

However, Naraha is facing new challenges.

Workers dedicated to helping the reconstruction effort as well
as many new residents live in the town. Industrial complexes have

been built, where new companies have set up camp, and many




workers from out of town commute there. There has been little
interaction between those people and residents who have lived in
the town from before.|<

Interpersonal ties that existed before the triple disasters have
weakened after residents returned to the town. Neighborly
interactions had been maintained while residents were still
living in temporary housing where they had evacuated. But quite a
number of people also relocated to disaster recovery public
housing where residents from various areas were brought together.
Returnees to Naraha, many of whom have been elderly, tended to
become isolated.

Naraha Mirai, an organization that lends a hand to
reconstruction, has organized tours of the town for evacuated
residents to prepare for their return there. Masashi Hirayama,
45, of Naraha Mirai’ s operation department says, “What' s most
painful is when an elderly person who has returned from disaster
recovery public housing tells us, ' It was better when I was in
temporary housing than now.’”

It s obvious that unless Naraha is able to integrate its new
residents into community activities, it will eventually become
unable to maintain a collective unit.

This fiscal year a forum was established, with Naraha Mirai as
its secretariat, to discuss new community—building by residents
and companies.

When one looks around at the various disaster areas from March
11, 2011, the gaps in reconstruction progress are staggering.

In Fukushima, the return of residents has not been taking place




in some local municipalities as had been hoped. In the town of
Futaba, one of two towns which the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear
power plant straddles, an evacuation order for one portion of the
town that is not residential was just lifted in March. |<

Reconstruction from tsunami damage may appear to be moving
forward in Iwate and Miyagi prefectures. But they both face the
common challenge of community-building. The populations of both
prefectures had been decreasing to begin with, but in addition,
city-building plans through collective relocation and land
reallocation were drawn out. This has led to residents giving up
on rebuilding on original sites, and interpersonal relationships
from before the disasters becoming lost.

The Yuriage district of the Miyagi Prefecture city of Natori,
where at least 700 lives were lost to the tsunami, once
flourished as a fishing town. After large—scale land elevation
work, it was reborn as a newly developed residential area.

Due to conflicts between the city government, which went forth
with rebuilding on the same site as before the disasters, and
residents who wanted to be relocated further inland, the
reconstruction plans changed several times. It was only in May of
2019 that the district was able to “reopen,” having set up 463
disaster recovery housing units.

But in the interim, many decided not to return, and the Natori
Municipal Government readjusted its initial planned population of
5,500 down to 2,100. When the Natori government began to sell
plots of its land, however, there was a large influx of the

child-rearing generation who appreciated its proximity to Sendai,




the Miyagi prefectural capital.

Naomitsu Kakui, 61, a native of the Yuriage district who lost
both of his parents to the tsunami, serves as the head of a local
community—building organization.

He has done a range of things for residents who have become
scattered all over the place from hosting potato stew events to
publishing residents’ status updates in a zine—like publication.
He has also been active in passing down his experience of the
tsunami to visitors who come to Yuriage.

In December 2019, Kakui was invited by a newly established
integrated elementary and junior high school to speak about the
local history of the area. Many of the children who live there
now were not born there. After they heard him speak, the students
told them that they came to like Yuriage.

Kakui had always thought that for old and new residents of
Yuriage to become one, there needed to be something that would
unify them. He has come to think that speaking about and passing
down the history of the district could be that ”something.”

The mere building of new homes and the gathering of people do
not indicate true reconstruction. Community—building that
connects new residents who have come from elsewhere with old
residents is crucial. Moreover, even if one does not live there,
by visiting the place and interacting with the people there, the
community becomes alive.|[<

This is our ninth 3.11. Let us look anew at how we commit

ourselves to reconstruction.

March 11, 2020 (Mainichi Japan)
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Editorial: Time to set a course away from Japan's troubled
nuclear fuel cyclel|<

The Rokkasho Nuclear Fuel Reprocessing Facility being
constructed in the northern Japan prefecture of Aomori has
cleared a safety inspection by the Nuclear Regulation Authority
(NRA).

Spent fuel from Japan's nuclear power plants will be reprocessed
at this facility, which will play a key role in Japan's “nuclear
fuel cycle” policy. Under the policy, uranium and plutonium
extracted from such fuel is to be processed for further use.

Japan Nuclear Fuel Ltd., the operator of the reprocessing
facility, aims to complete construction by autumn next year, but
there are no immediate prospects of the facility going into
operation. On top of this, due to changes in the circumstances
surrounding nuclear power, the meaning of the facility’s
existence is no longer clear.

The first issue to consider is declining demand for the use of
fuel to be reprocessed at the facility. Such fuel was originally
destined to go mainly to the Monju fast—-breeder reactor in the
western Japan prefecture of Fukui, but a spate of problems with
the sodium—cooled reactor led to a decision in 2016 to
decommission it. There are no plans to construct a replacement
facility.

There were also plans to use reprocessed fuel at nuclear power




stations to generate electricity, but there are only four
reactors that can handle it, far fewer than the 16 to 18
originally planned.

As the situation stands, plutonium will start to pile up with no
prospects of it being consumed. Reducing the amount produced is
also an issue that needs to be addressed.

Japan already possesses more than 45 metric tons of surplus
plutonium, and there are fears in international society that it
could be converted for use in nuclear weapons. In 2018, the
government pledged to reduce the amount. A realistic approach is
not to reprocess the fuel in the first place.

Forming the backdrop to Japan's persistence with fuel
reprocessing is the problem of how to handle the large amount of
spent nuclear fuel being stored on the grounds of the
reprocessing facility.

If Japan gives up on its nuclear fuel cycle policy, then the
spent fuel will be sent back to nuclear power plants across the
country. But those facilities are already pressed for storage
space, making it difficult for them to accept the spent fuel.|<

The total cost of the reprocessing facility, including
construction and maintenance costs, stands at 14 trillion yen.
Some of the cost will be tacked onto electricity bills. There is
a need to rethink the question of whether the public is receiving
benefits commensurate with the huge investment into the facility.

NRA Chairman Toyoshi Fuketa said he would check with the

minister of economy, trade and industry whether operation of the




reprocessing plant was in line with the nation’s energy policy.

In the wake of the 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake and tsunami
and the ensuing nuclear disaster, many countries across the world
turned in the direction of abandoning nuclear power. There are
sufficient uranium resources in the world, and the justification
for reprocessing as “effective utilization of limited resources”
has faded. The United States and Britain have already pulled out
of a nuclear fuel cycle.

Japan must avoid a situation in which it wastes time by sticking
to a national policy and becomes laden with risks. The country
should squarely face up to the fact that it is in a no—win
situation, and search for an alternative to the nuclear fuel
cycle policy.

May 18, 2020 (Mainichi Japan)
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Editorial: While advancing telework in Japan, firms must pay
attention to concerns

Teleworking has become more prevalent in Japan in tandem with
the spread of the novel coronavirus. Figures released by the
Cabinet Office show that 34.6% of people in Japan have
experienced working remotely, while in the capital’ s 23 wards,
the figure reaches 55. 5%.

Electronics giant Fujitsu Ltd. and major Japanese snack maker
Calbee Inc. decided to implement telecommuting for office work in
principle from July, and it appears that such measures are set to
become entrenched even after the coronavirus crisis.

There are some positive offshoots of teleworking that people can
look forward to, such as being freed from packed trains, and
being able to raise their children and look after elderly family
members while on the job. Remote working is also expected to spur
new employment in regional areas.

But there are many firms that have implemented teleworking in
haste, leaving outstanding issues.

When people take their work computers home and use them from an
ordinary home communications environment, the risk of
cyberattacks increases. Countermeasures such as preparing
networks that company employees alone can use are indispensable.

Moreover, Japanese homes are small, and when working from home,

utility and communications expenses increase. We would like to




see companies consider providing subsidies for related expenses,
opening satellite offices, and other measures.

Work hour management and personnel evaluation changes are also
necessary. One advantage of telecommuting is that people can work
without being restricted to a certain time frame. Yet a survey
conducted by the Japanese Trade Union Confederation, commonly
known as Rengo, found that 65. 1% of workers did not report
overtime work or work they did on their days off. It appears that
many employees tend to be conservative in their reports as it is
difficult to prove how long they were on—duty when working from
home.

To stop people from doing unreported overtime, implementing
rules such as having employees email reports and confirming their
working conditions as they turn their computers on and off are
effective.

When evaluating employees, the tendency to value results over
working hours is likely to grow stronger. But when doing this,
clearly specifying tasks and targets that match each employee’ s
ability and their working hours is a must.

Consideration must also be given when communicating, as seen
from the emergence of such terms as “telework harassment,” where
superiors harass subordinates in videoconferences through their
words or actions. Improper communication can lead to decreased
productivity and unfair evaluations.

At the same time, some tasks are easier done face—to—face.

Efforts are needed to flexibly differentiate between going to the




office and working from home to increase efficiency.

Small- and medium—sized firms have been slow to prepare
environments facilitating remote work. They should utilize
subsides provided by the government and other means, and proceed
with digitalization of work, distributing equipment and
abolishing the use of officials seals on documents.

Workplaces are sure to have accumulated telecommuting know—how
over the past few months. We hope that labor and management will
take the opportunity to put their heads together and establish a

new style of working.
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