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Mat Maestro Moves on

Three-time Olympic champion Yoshida Saori has announced she is
bringing her stellar career as a wrestler to an end.

"I decided to retire, feeling that I had done all I could in
wrestling," the 36-year-old said with a smile at a news
conference in Tokyo on Jan. 10 to mark the end of her 33-year
career as a competitor. "Thanks for all your support and cheers,"
she said, acknowledging the support she received over the years.

Yoshida also said, "I've come to see young athletes competing on
the world stage quite often, and I came to think it would be OK
to hand the baton over to them." She revealed that she finally
came to her decision after watching the Japan championships in
December last year, in which she did not compete. She wrote a
message about her retirement on her Twitter account on Jan. 8.

Yoshida was born in Mie Prefecture and started wrestling at the
age of 3, training at her home under her father Eikatsu, a former
winner of the Japan wrestling championships. She polished her
high-speed takedowns, and won three consecutive Olympic golds --
at Athens in 2004, Beijing in 2008 and London in 2012. In 2012,
she received the People's Honor Award.

The freestyle wrestler won 13 straight world championships from
2002. Combined with her Olympic golds, she managed to achieve 16
consecutive world titles, surpassing the 12 of Russian wrestler
Alexander Karelin. She had 206 straight individual match
victories until she was beaten in the final of the 53-kilogram
division at the Summer Olympics in Rio de Janeiro in 2016. Some
even dubbed her the "strongest female among primates."

Yoshida had taken time out from competition after being defeated
in Rio de Janeiro. Her recent activities have included coaching
the Japanese women's team.

Of her future plans, Yoshida indicated that she wanted to
continue coaching the Japanese national women's team, and said
she hoped she could provide psychological support to team Japan




at the 2020 Olympic Games. She also said, "I have dedicated
myself to wrestling, so I would like to try something new."
Hair-raising Heritage

UNESCO added "Raiho-shin, ritual visits of deities i1n masks and
costumes" of Japan to the Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity on Dec. 1.

The decision to add the visits by the deities, known as "raiho-
shin" in Japanese, was made during a meeting of the
Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of UNESCO in Port Louis, Mauritius.
As the newly registered visiting deities were added to the
existing entry "Koshikijima no Toshidon," a raiho-shin from an
1sland in the southwestern Japanese prefecture of Kagoshima, the
number of Japan's intangible cultural heritage listings remains
at 21.

In the ritual visit, a person dons a mask and a costume to look
like a certain deity, and visits neighborhoods or houses around
New Year's Eve, New Year's Day or other special occasions to warn
lazy residents and bring luck to the locals. The committee said,
"By performing the rituals, local people -- notably children --
have their identities moulded, develop a sense of affiliation to
their community, and strengthen ties among themselves."

Besides "Toshidon," which was registered in 2009, the updated
listing includes the deities "Oga no Namahage" of Akita
Prefecture, "Noto no Amamehagi" of Ishikawa Prefecture along the
Sea of Japan, "Miyakojima no Paantou" from Okinawa Prefecture and
others ranging from the Tohoku region in the north to Okinawa,
spanning eight prefectures. All 10 raiho-shin are already
designated as important intangible folk cultural properties by
the Japanese government.

As "Namahage" resemble Toshidon, calls to make a separate entry
for them on the UNESCO list had been rejected in the past.
Because of this, the Japanese government submitted a proposal to
have all of the raiho-shin added to a single listing in March
2016.
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Living the Dream

Forty years after her professional debut, legendary film
subtitle translator Toda Natsuko has no doubts about what
motivated her to keep going over the years.|<

"As a subtitler, I hoped everyone could enjoy good movies," she
said.

In a recent interview with the Mainichi Weekly, where Toda
started a movie translation column six years before her breakout
debut, she revealed she has loved movies since her elementary
school days, just after the end of World War II. Sitting in the
cinema, she felt moved by the Western movies she saw unfolding on
screen. Their world seemed completely different from the Japan
outside the cinema doors, which still bore the scars of war.

"Kids go through a time when they are always pestering their
parents to read them a book," says Toda, adding that for movies,
"That time has never ended for me."

Though subtitling was a difficult field to break into, Toda
never gave up on realizing her dream, saying, "I want to do work
that I love. I can keep on living, even if I have to pick through
the garbage."

In 1979, at age 43 and some 20 years after embarking on her
mission, she finally got her chance with Francis Ford Coppola's
"Apocalypse Now." And then she was off, translating a movie per
week - 50 films per year.

During translation, she puts herself in every actor's shoes to
find a suitable translation. "Their lines are alive," she says.
"Words come from emotion, not from logic. Emotion is so important
in movies, and in all the arts."

Perhaps because of her close connection with movies, Toda cannot
hide her concerns about recent films. As digital technology
prevails in the film industry, many filmmakers seem to be overly
concerned with creating eye-catching images, while lacking depth
and emotion in stories. She feels that the year 2000 was a




turning point in this trend.

Toda will turn 83 soon, but she still translates a movie a
month, and sends in her twice-monthly Weekly column like
clockwork. "You can dive into an unknown world with every movie.
That's what makes this work so interesting, and I just can't
stop," she says with a smile.

Blossoming Heroes

Japan bowed out of the 2019 Rugby World Cup after being defeated
by South Africa on Oct. 20, but not before making historic
strides in the tournament and proceeding to the quarterfinals for
the first time, thrilling legions of rugby fans.

The diverse Japanese team of 31 members, including 15 players
from overseas, bonded together under the slogan "One Team," and
won all four of their pool stage games to advance to the best
eight of the tournament, which was held in Asia for the first
time.

In the pool stage, Japan beat Ireland, a team that entered the
World Cup ranked No. 1 in the world and which had been seen as a
contender to win the tournament. They also felled Scotland, which
have regularly made the World Cup's best eight. At one stage
Japan rose as high as sixth in the world rankings - its best
position to date.

In the quarterfinal match before a crowd of 48,831 at Tokyo
Stadium in Tokyo, the Brave Blossoms sought to repeat the victory
over the Springboks that they achieved in Brighton, England,
during the 2015 World Cup. At the end of the first half, they
narrowly trailed 3-5, but in the second half, South Africa's
powerful forwards got the better of them. When the final whistle
blew, Japan's 3-26 defeat was settled.
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Art Immersion <

There 1s a museum in Tokyo's Odaiba district that has no floor
maps, no glass or ropes around the exhibits, has nothing at all
in fact to distance the viewer from the viewed. That's because
the some 60 works on display are all digital, projected onto
surfaces or shining out from screens.

When someone approaches a wall draped in flower imagery, they
suddenly find themselves in the middle of a field of new blossoms
as the work reacts to the visitor and makes them part of the
scene.

This 1s the Mori Building Digital Art Museum: teamLab
Borderless, which opened in June 2018 and is designed to allow
visitors to not just see the artworks, but dive right into them,
and even alter them.

The interactive art experience is the brainchild of teamLab
founder Inoko Toshiyuki, who says that people in big cities tend
to draw a line between themselves and the natural or other
worlds. "I wanted to make something that helped people realize
this border doesn't exist," he said, and teamLab Borderless is
the result.

All living things coexist with other living things, points out
Inoko, but people who learn everything they know about other
worlds from the media rarely venture outside their own bubbles.
"It's not just living things. Cultures are also made up of
interactions with other cultures. It's easy to forget that in a
big city."

The teamLab Borderless museum, put on in partnership with Mori
Building Co., is the culmination of Inoko's ideas over the 17
years since he founded teamLab. And it drew some 1 million
visitors from home and abroad in less than six months.

"I want people to feel that they are a part of the world, that
the world 1s a part of them, and that even small changes by an
individual echo through the world. And I hope that people




implement that lesson in their actions," Inoko says.
Grabbing Air Time

Two-time Olympic snowboarding silver medalist Hirano Ayumu, 20,
won the men's park title at the Japan national skateboarding
championships at Murakami City Skate Park in Niigata Prefecture
on May 12. With the victory, he is closer to securing a spot at
the Tokyo 2020 Olympics, where skateboarding was adopted as an
official Olympic sport for the first time - and a crack at
becoming the first Japanese athlete to win a medal at both the
Summer and Winter Games.

Park competitions take place on a hollowed-out course with a
complicated assortment of sweeping curves resembling deep bowls.
The incline at the top of the bowl is vertical or nearly
vertical, and skateboarders can emerge at high speed, performing
elegant mid-air tricks. Each competitor gets three tries at the
course, with points awarded for individual tricks plus overall
performance. The best total score of the three runs is counted
for the competition.

Hirano's highly distinctive aerials generated excitement for the
1,000-plus-strong crowd in the arena. Even though he lost his
balance and crashed near the end of the final run, "I took this
challenge with my eye on the Tokyo Olympics. I managed to take
one step toward that goal," said Hirano.

Hirano, a Murakami native, has been skateboarding and
snowboarding since he was 4 years old. He used to practice at the
skate park owned by his father and on local ski hills in the
winter.

He also came in third at a March skateboarding meet in Fujisawa,
Kanagawa Prefecture. It was his first competitive skateboarding
event in more than 10 years, but his stable performance supported
by his core strength shined.

Hirano says his skateboarding technique is still only "40%" of
what it should be, adding "though both (skateboards and
snowboards) are ridden on a sideways stance, they're completely
different ... but I keep on trying."
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Editorial: 11 years since 3/11 disaster, how does Japan keep the
lessons alive?

How do we pass on the lessons of the Great East Japan Earthquake
to the next generation?

The Reconstruction Agency has compiled a collection of lessons
and expertise from disaster support workers and town
revitalization initiatives in various disaster-hit areas. At the
municipal government level, too, work is also going ahead to
arrange and record how reconstruction and recovery work was
approached.

The preservation of records is important for the evaluation of
policies and preparation for the next major disaster. But by
placing emphasis on bringing together a copious amount of
information, it 1s hard to decipher what to study from 1it.

Eleven years have passed since the disaster, and amid fears that
memories of the time are being dulled, further efforts to ensure
they are passed down are sought.

"To pass this on over 50 to 100 years, there must be close
analysis of many examples that then allow for the lessons to be
passed down as stories," said Shosuke Sato, an associate
professor in the study of disaster culture at Tohoku University.

The tragedy of Okawa Elementary School in the Miyagi Prefecture
city of Ishinomaki, where 84 students and school staff died in
the tsunamai, 1s one case of a lesson from the disaster that has
gone on to be shared widely.

The school's crisis management manual offered no specific
evacuation locations or routes, and the children could not be led
to a safe place. The great responsibility that comes with
safeguarding children's lives was reaffirmed at educational
institutions across Japan.

Bereaved families who speak about their experiences have also
fulfilled a significant role. At a gathering of the Okawa
transmission group held in February, joint representative
Noriyuki Suzuki, 57, said, "We want to save the lives of the
future by continuing to speak out."




Activities by private organizations have come to rely primarily
on donations from companies and individuals, and are struggling
from a poor financial base. People who tell their stories about
the disaster are also aging, and the cultivation of people to
pass their experiences on is also becoming an issue. To ensure
activism 1s not halted, the support of the national and municipal
governments is essential.

If that happened, groups' approach to activism would need to be
respected. To accurately pass down stories, it is important
people have an environment that lets them speak without a variety
of controls on them.

The government set the 10-year anniversary of the disaster as
the last for memorial services. But the memories cannot be
allowed to fade.|<

We want public and private organizations to distill their
expertise to create a system that ensures the lessons of the
disaster are passed on for a long time to come.

Editorial: More people are saying goodbye to Tokyo, and that's a
good thing <

A recent tally by the Ministry of Internal Affairs and
Communications shows that internal migration into Tokyo topped
outflow by 5,433, the lowest figure on record. In particular,
people leaving the capital's central 23 wards outnumbered those
moving in by more than some 15,000. This is surely a sign that
the concentration of the population in Tokyo is beginning to
reverse, and we hope the trend continues.<

Before the coronavirus took hold of the country, the pace of
depopulation in regional Japan and population increase in Tokyo
was speeding up. In 2019, net internal migration into the capital
was about 80,000. But in 2020, the first year of the pandemic,
that figure dropped to around 30,000. The trend only quickened in
2021.

Correcting the one-way flow of people into Tokyo must be
addressed for the sake of crisis management -- such as of natural
disasters -- and maintaining regional societies. The national
government has tried to spur "local revitalization," but can




point to no obvious successes.

The coronavirus has fundamentally altered the state of play.
Factors including deep job cuts in Tokyo's restaurant and service
sector, the growth of telework, and the capital's persistently
high housing costs appear to be driving the change.
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Editorial: Seeking a society of coexistence as Braille Mainichi
marks 100th anniversary|<

How do we pass on the lessons of The Braille Mainichi, Japan's
only weekly newspaper in braille, published by The Mainichi
Newspapers Co., marked its 100th anniversary on May 11.1<

Known affectionately as "Tenmai," the newspaper carries articles
covered by its reporters, some of whom are visually impaired, as
well as contributions from relevant people, and has provided
information on daily life, social participation and culture. |«

The paper was established in 1922 in an age when radio
broadcasts did not exist.

The first editor-in-chief of the paper, Kyotaro Nakamura, gave
remarks on the commencement of its publication. He stated that
1its aim was not only to "provide knowledge, courage and comfort"
to the visually impaired, but to "awaken the sleeping conscience
of society." Publication of the newspaper continued even during
the war, and during earthquakes and infectious disease epidemics,
the paper conveyed the reality of the trouble faced by the
visually impaired.

During the Great East Japan Earthquake, the newspaper reported
on how the visually impaired were unable to read signs at
shelters, and how they faced trouble getting to restrooms. And
during the coronavirus crisis, it reported on the difficulties
faced by massage therapists including the visually impaired,
whose work decreased as a result of distancing requirements.

Its media formats diversified, with the appearance of an audio
version and a printed version, so that the families and

supporters of those involved could access the articles in The
Braille Mainichi.l«!




Related projects also emerged. Soon after the paper's launch, it
published textbooks in braille ahead of the government,
supporting the rights of students at schools for the blind to
receive an education. It also poured effort into holding braille
workshops for visually impaired people in general.

When a braille voting system was implemented in national
elections for the first time in the world in 1928, The Braille
Mainichi held a mock vote in advance, encouraging the visually
impaired to participate in politics.

Since the 2004 House of Councillors election, The Braille
Mainichi has published an extra edition with the full text of
election bulletins carrying the histories of candidates and their
political views in braille.

The "Zenkoku Mogakko Benron Taikai" (all-Japan speech contest
for schools for the blind) is a precious opportunity for students
at schools for the blind to convey their thoughts to society. It
has continued since 1928, and this autumn 1t will mark its 90th
edition. Students in various situations speak about the things
they have noticed as they face their own disabilities and their
dreams for the future, and their words resonate with others.

Yeong-hong Shin, a professor emeritus at Shitennoji University,
who 1s familiar with welfare issues pertaining to the disabled
and 1s blind himself, commented, "The efforts of The Braille
Mainichi have led to movements for the restoration of the rights
of the visually impaired."

"A society where we can live together," where no one is left
behind, is a goal shared by all humankind. While setting our
sights on achieving that, we want to continue to deliver
information in braille.

May 13, 2022 (Mainichi Japan) <!
This article was quoted as an assignment for the 22nd Mainichi




Personal Computer Typing Contest Autumn Tournament.

The organizers of the tournament are The Mainichi Newspapers Co.
and General Incorporated Association The National Organization
for Testing Personal Computer Skill.




5480 FEE

2 2]
fHNYV AV A1V =)V
FERE - AFTRE
[ %)

BHAF BB

Japan firms must show commitment to emissions trading
for carbon-free society

BRI 5 45

CAv=:215)
MEOANT TR TCEALFTB IR TLEEI N, AR—ZAEBEITHTFERITEA
£9. EELREKITROETEXT,
2. fT (Enter) 13, [« OBEHTAHNLTLES W, ZNLUNOEFTTHITENT
L85G, AEMERDET,

XIOBEIL, 202287484 EEHELROFRIOGIHLE L.
(CFH 3, 70 0FRE)

T i HUoBi bl L

—RtLHEAN  BHANVIAVENBERARS
(375 = B A

X # A

=g 5 B A

R BT OPE R A




ROXEEZANLTIEE W,

¥ DTt (Enter) LTLEE N,
X N7 7Y ANHEHOFRIREICHEC TWET,
TRICTZEEEZAR—ANH>TH, AR—AF—THDLZLEITH D FH A,

Editorial: Japan firms must show commitment to emissions trading
for carbon-free society <

The Japanese government will establish a new market where
companies buy and sell allowances for greenhouse gas emissions.
This new program must be made into an effective system in order
to realize the country's goal of becoming "carbon neutral" by
2050.

The emissions trading scheme is one method that promotes
decarbonation by placing an economic burden on firms depending on
their emissions amounts. A limited number of permits that allow
the release of a specific quantity of pollutants is allocated to
each company, and firms whose emissions exceed their allotment
buy permits from others that emit less pollutants to offset their
carbon footprint.

Following the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry's
proposal, 440 companies, including mainly major firms, decided to
participate in the initiative. A trial will be implemented from
September, while full-fledged operations are set to begin during
fiscal 2023. Discussions between the government and the private
sector will be held to work out details on trading rules.

The scheme's greatest feature is that the companies have the
capacity to determine on their own the amount of pollutant
emissions, as well as whether or not they will participate in the
initiative. It also seems that even if companies exceed their
emissions cap target, they will not be forced to purchase carbon
credits.

Many Japanese companies have already created emissions reduction
plans, and investors and consumers have also shown increased
interest in climate change. Therefore, the government deemed it




unnecessary to impose stringent regulations. The decision was
also likely made out of consideration for the business community
which opposes an increase of burden.

However, if a large number of participating companies become
complacent with their weak efforts, there will be no progress in
the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. If companies that set
rigid targets are at a disadvantage, the market cannot be said to
be a fair one.

Another emissions trading scheme that was tested by the Ministry
of the Environment and other bodies in the past had limited
effectiveness as it allowed companies to set targets at their own
discretion. In Europe and the United States, the government is
deeply involved in the establishment of emissions caps.

To secure the transparency of trading, it is indispensable to
have a function for a third party to evaluate the appropriateness
of the emissions caps. Specific reduction plans, as well as the
state of development for necessary technology, among other
information, must be disclosed for each industry, and a system to
regularly inspect them 1s also required.

Debate over carbon tax, which is designed to incentivize the
reduction of carbon dioxide emissions, needs to be carried out
immediately. Though it was at the focus of tax reform debate last
year, the ruling parties, which were concerned about their impact
on the economy, called off their implementation.

Amid the soaring prices of resources, there has been an
increasingly cautious outlook surrounding carbon taxation.
However, it also has the benefit of allowing for investment into
the development of technology required for reducing emissions.

The government should consider introducing the carbon tax, while
also reviewing the current energy taxation scheme.

Countries around the world have been competing to actualize a




system that efficiently reduces emissions while curbing negative
effects on the economy. Avoiding disadvantages in the short run
will not enable survival through this age of decarbonization. The

commitment levels of Japanese companies are in question.
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