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Alice was beginning to get very tired of sitting by her sister
on the bank, and of having nothing to do: once or twice she had
peeped into the book her sister was reading, but it had no
pictures or conversations in it, "and what is the use of a book,"
thought Alice "without pictures or conversations?"

So she was considering in her own mind (as well as she could,
for the hot day made her feel very sleepy and stupid), whether
the pleasure of making a daisy-chain would be worth the trouble
of getting up and picking the daisies, when suddenly a White
Rabbit with pink eyes ran close by her.

There was nothing so very remarkable in that; nor did Alice
think it so very much out of the way to hear the Rabbit say to
itself, "Oh dear! Oh dear! I shall be late!" (when she thought it
over afterwards, it occurred to her that she ought to have
wondered at this, but at the time it all seemed quite natural);
but when the Rabbit actually took a watch out of its waistcoat-
pocket, and looked at it, and then hurried on, Alice started to
her feet, for it flashed across her mind that she had never
before seen a rabbit with either a waistcoat-pocket, or a watch
to take out of it, and burning with curiosity, she ran across the
field after it, and fortunately was just in time to see it pop
down a large rabbit-hole under the hedge.

In another moment down went Alice after it, never once
considering how in the world she was to get out again.

The rabbit-hole went straight on like a tunnel for some way, and
then dipped suddenly down, so suddenly that Alice had not a
moment to think about stopping herself before she found herself
falling down a very deep well.

Either the well was very deep, or she fell very slowly, for she
had plenty of time as she went down to look about her and to
wonder what was going to happen next. First, she tried to look
down and make out what she was coming to, but it was too dark to
see anything; then she looked at the sides of the well, and




noticed that they were filled with cupboards and book-shelves;

here and there she saw maps and pictures hung upon pegs. She took
down a jar from one of the shelves as she passed; it was labelled
"ORANGE MARMALADE", but to her great disappointment it was empty:
she did not like to drop the jar for fear of killing somebody
underneath, so managed to put it into one of the cupboards as she
fell past it.

"Well!" thought Alice to herself, "after such a fall as this, I
shall think nothing of tumbling down stairs! How brave they'll
all think me at home! Why, I wouldn't say anything about it, even
if I fell off the top of the house!" (Which was very likely
true.)

Down, down, down. Would the fall never come to an end? "I wonder
how many miles I've fallen by this time?" she said aloud. "I must
be getting somewhere near the centre of the earth. Let me see:
that would be four thousand miles down, I think-" (for, you see,
Alice had learnt several things of this sort in her lessons in
the schoolroom, and though this was not a very good opportunity
for showing off her knowledge, as there was no one to listen to
her, still it was good practice to say it over) "-yes, that's
about the right distance-but then I wonder what Latitude or
Longitude I've got to?" (Alice had no idea what Latitude was,
or Longitude either, but thought they were nice grand words to
say.)
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Down, down, down. There was nothing else to do, so Alice soon
began talking again. "Dinah'll miss me very much to-night, I
should think!" (Dinah was the cat.) "I hope they'll remember her
saucer of milk at tea-time. Dinah my dear! I wish you were down
here with me! There are no mice in the air, I'm afraid, but you
might catch a bat, and that's very like a mouse, you know. But do
cats eat bats, I wonder?" And here Alice began to get rather
sleepy, and went on saying to herself, in a dreamy sort of way,
"Do cats eat bats? Do cats eat bats?" and sometimes, "Do bats eat
cats?" for, you see, as she couldn't answer either question, it
didn't much matter which way she put it. She felt that she was
dozing off, and had just begun to dream that she was walking hand
in hand with Dinah, and saying to her very earnestly, "Now,

Dinah, tell me the truth: did you ever eat a bat?" when suddenly,
thump! thump! down she came upon a heap of sticks and dry leaves,
and the fall was over.

Alice was not a bit hurt, and she jumped up on to her feet in a
moment: she looked up, but it was all dark overhead; before her
was another long passage, and the White Rabbit was still in
sight, hurrying down it. There was not a moment to be lost: away
went Alice like the wind, and was just in time to hear it say, as
1t turned a corner, "Oh my ears and whiskers, how late it's
getting!" She was close behind it when she turned the corner, but
the Rabbit was no longer to be seen: she found herself in a long,
low hall, which was lit up by a row of lamps hanging from the
roof.

There were doors all round the hall, but they were all locked;
and when Alice had been all the way down one side and up the
other, trying every door, she walked sadly down the middle,
wondering how she was ever to get out again.

Suddenly she came upon a little three-legged table, all made of
solid glass; there was nothing on it except a tiny golden key,
and Alice's first thought was that it might belong to one of the




doors of the hall; but, alas! either the locks were too large, or
the key was too small, but at any rate it would not open any of
them. However, on the second time round, she came upon a low
curtain she had not noticed before, and behind it was a little
door about fifteen inches high: she tried the little golden key
in the lock, and to her great delight it fitted!

Alice opened the door and found that it led into a small
passage, not much larger than a rat-hole: she knelt down and
looked along the passage into the loveliest garden you ever saw.
How she longed to get out of that dark hall, and wander about
among those beds of bright flowers and those cool fountains, but
she could not even get her head through the doorway; "and even if
my head would go through," thought poor Alice, "it would be of
very little use without my shoulders. Oh, how I wish I could shut
up like a telescope! I think I could, if I only knew how to
begin." For, you see, so many out-of-the-way things had happened
lately, that Alice had begun to think that very few things indeed
were really impossible.

There seemed to be no use in waiting by the little door, so she
went back to the table, half hoping she might find another key on
it, or at any rate a book of rules for shutting people up like
telescopes: this time she found a little bottle on it, ("which
certainly was not here before," said Alice,) and round the neck
of the bottle was a paper label, with the words "DRINK ME,"
beautifully printed on it in large letters.
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They were indeed a queer-looking party that assembled on the
bank--the birds with draggled feathers, the animals with their
fur clinging close to them, and all dripping wet, cross, and
uncomfortable.

The first question of course was, how to get dry again: they had
a consultation about this, and after a few minutes it seemed
quite natural to Alice to find herself talking familiarly with
them, as if she had known them all her life. Indeed, she had
quite a long argument with the Lory, who at last turned sulky,
and would only say, "I am older than you, and must know better;"
and this Alice would not allow without knowing how old it was,
and, as the Lory positively refused to tell its age, there was no
more to be said.

At last the Mouse, who seemed to be a person of authority among
them, called out, "Sit down, all of you, and listen to me! I'll
soon make you dry enough!" They all sat down at once, in a large
ring, with the Mouse in the middle. Alice kept her eyes anxiously
fixed on 1t, for she felt sure she would catch a bad cold if she
did not get dry very soon.

"Ahem!" said the Mouse with an important air, "are you all
ready? This is the driest thing I know. Silence all round, if you
please! 'William the Conqueror, whose cause was favoured by the
pope, was soon submitted to by the English, who wanted leaders,
and had been of late much accustomed to usurpation and conquest.
Edwin and Morcar, the earls of Mercia and Northumbria--"

"Ugh!" said the Lory, with a shiver.

"I beg your pardon!" said the Mouse, frowning, but very
politely: "Did you speak?"

"Not I!" said the Lory hastily.

"I thought you did," said the Mouse. "--I proceed. 'Edwin and
Morcar, the earls of Mercia and Northumbria, declared for him:
and even Stigand, the patriotic archbishop of Canterbury, found
1t advisable--""




"Found what?" said the Duck.

"Found 1t," the Mouse replied rather crossly: "of course you
know what 'it' means."

"I know what 'it' means well enough, when I find a thing," said
the Duck: "it's generally a frog or a worm. The question is, what
did the archbishop find?"

The Mouse did not notice this question, but hurriedly went on,
"--found 1t advisable to go with Edgar Atheling to meet William
and offer him the crown. William's conduct at first was moderate.
But the insolence of his Normans--' How are you getting on now,
my dear?" it continued, turning to Alice as it spoke.

"As wet as ever," said Alice in a melancholy tone: "it doesn't
seem to dry me at all."

"In that case," said the Dodo solemnly, rising to its feet, "I
move that the meeting adjourn, for the immediate adoption of more
energetic remedies--"

"Speak English!" said the Eaglet. "I don't know the meaning of
half those long words, and, what's more, I don't believe you do
either!" And the Eaglet bent down its head to hide a smile: some
of the other birds tittered audibly.

"What I was going to say," said the Dodo in an offended tone,
"was, that the best thing to get us dry would be a Caucus-race."

"What is a Caucus-race?" said Alice; not that she wanted much to
know, but the Dodo had paused as if it thought that somebody
ought to speak, and no one else seemed inclined to say anything.

"Why," said the Dodo, "the best way to explain it is to do 1t."
(And, as you might like to try the thing yourself, some winter
day, I will tell you how the Dodo managed it.)
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"I wish I hadn't cried so much!" said Alice, as she swam about,
trying to find her way out. "I shall be punished for it now, I
suppose, by being drowned in my own tears! That will be a queer
thing, to be sure! However, everything is queer to-day."

Just then she heard something splashing about in the pool a
little way off, and she swam nearer to make out what it was: at
first she thought it must be a walrus or hippopotamus, but then
she remembered how small she was now, and she soon made out that
1t was only a mouse that had slipped in like herself.

"Would it be of any use, now," thought Alice, "to speak to this
mouse? Everything is so out-of-the-way down here, that I should
think very likely it can talk: at any rate, there's no harm in
trying." So she began: "Oh Mouse, do you know the way out of this
pool? I am very tired of swimming about here, Oh Mouse!" The
Mouse looked at her rather inquisitively, and seemed to her to
wink with one of its little eyes, but it said nothing.

The Mouse gave a sudden leap out of the water, and seemed to
quiver all over with fright. "Oh, I beg your pardon!" cried Alice
hastily, afraid that she had hurt the poor animal's feelings. "I
quite forgot you didn't like cats."

"Not like cats!" cried the Mouse, in a shrill, passionate voice.
"Would you like cats if you were me?"

"Well, perhaps not," said Alice in a soothing tone: "don't be
angry about it. And yet I wish I could show you our cat Dinah: I
think you'd take a fancy to cats if you could only see her. She
1s such a dear quiet thing," Alice went on, half to herself, as
she swam lazily about in the pool, "and she sits purring so
nicely by the fire, licking her paws and washing her face-and she
1s such a nice soft thing to nurse-and she's such a capital one
for catching mice-oh, I beg your pardon!" cried Alice again, for
this time the Mouse was bristling all over, and she felt certain

1t must be really offended. "We won't talk about her any more if
you'd rather not."




"We indeed!" cried the Mouse, who was trembling down to the end
of his tail. "As if I would talk on such a subject! Our family
always hated cats: nasty, low, vulgar things! Don't let me hear
the name again!"

"I won't indeed!" said Alice, in a great hurry to change the
subject of conversation. "Are you-are you fond-of-of dogs?" The
Mouse did not answer, so Alice went on eagerly: "There is such a
nice little dog near our house I should like to show you! A
little bright-eyed terrier, you know, with oh, such long curly
brown hair! And it'll fetch things when you throw them, and it'll
sit up and beg for its dinner, and all sorts of things-I can't
remember half of them-and it belongs to a farmer, you know, and
he says i1t's so useful, it's worth a hundred pounds! He says it
kills all the rats and-oh dear!" cried Alice 1n a sorrowful tone,
"I'm afraid I've offended it again!" For the Mouse was swimming
away from her as hard as it could go, and making quite a
commotion in the pool as it went.

So she called softly after it, "Mouse dear! Do come back again,
and we won't talk about cats or dogs either, if you don't like
them!" When the Mouse heard this, it turned round and swam slowly
back to her: its face was quite pale (with passion, Alice
thought), and it said in a low trembling voice, "Let us get to
the shore, and then I'll tell you my history, and you'll
understand why it 1s I hate cats and dogs."
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Editorial: Investing in human resources key to reviving Japanese
economy |«

The year 2022 saw the yen's plunge to a fresh 32-year low and
rising prices dealing a direct blow to people's lives and
corporate activities, bringing the precariousness of the Japanese
economy into sharp relief. It may indicate a decline in Japan's
national power.

Due to surging energy prices brought by Russia's invasion of
Ukraine, Japan's import values shot up while Japanese-made
products became scarce, sending its trade deficit to a record
high. It is high time Japan reviewed its economic policy and the
shape of its industry from the inside out.

Since the bursting of the economic bubble in the early 1990s,
Japan has long struggled with sluggish growth and deflation. Just
as the country was soul-searching how to overcome its "lost two
decades," the "Abenomics" economic policy mix debuted to great
fanfare, backed by the then administration of Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe.

Since returning to power in late 2012, Abe had stressed that
"the leading and pressing issue is to revive the Japanese
economy." He announced a plan to rehabilitate the domestic
economy with "three arrows" encompassing bold monetary policy,
flexible fiscal policy and a growth strategy to spark private
Investment.

At the center of the Abenomics policy was unprecedented monetary
easing aimed at pumping vast amounts of money into the market.
Bank of Japan Gov. Haruhiko Kuroda boasted that Japan would be
able to achieve a 2% inflation target in around two years.

Certainly, this policy mix provided the setting for the cheaper
yen and higher stock prices, pushing up the earnings of Japan's
global enterprises. However, those companies racked up internal
reserves from extra profits and turned to overseas markets for
investment and further growth.

This has kept hollowing out Japanese industry, with the positive
economic cycle nowhere on the horizon. Of particular concern is




that Abenomics ended up only benefitting big companies and the
affluent, failing to have its fruits trickle down to wider
segments of the workforce.

Wages have shown little growth while nonregular employment has
expanded. Companies are using nonpermanent workers -- whose
number has topped 20 million people -- for their employment
adjustment.

The fact that the massive monetary easing has also undermined
Japan's fiscal discipline must not be overlooked. |

Amid the coronavirus pandemic, the government has repeatedly
1mplemented pump-priming measures, saddling the nation with over
100 trillion yen (approx. $758 billion) in debt during fiscal
2020 through government bond issuances. This was spurred by the
country's ultralow interest rate having kept the national debt
servicing cost down. The government has also significantly
boosted defense spending, triggering fiscal deterioration of
another dimension.

Obviously, Abenomics has reached its own limits. The government
1s urged to review its financial policy and rectify its fiscal
administration. On top of this, it must scramble to create new
industries that would help prop up the domestic economy.

What Japan needs to do 1s to tackle global issues and launch
lifestyle-changing ventures.

Sony Group Corp. has joined hands with Honda Motor Corp. to
develop their own electric vehicles -- just as EVs are becoming
an ecocar heavyweight -- and are delivering their first model in
2025. A business figure who has so far been involved in the
development of gaming consoles, robotic dogs and mobile phones
has been tapped to helm the new venture. It aims to "turn the
space for transportation into a space of entertainment" by
blending technologies from various spheres such as music, videos
and sensors.

Meanwhile, TBM Co., a Tokyo-based startup launched in 2011, has
been developing and manufacturing materials to replace paper and
plastics, using limestone abundant in Japan. The technology
enables avoiding the use of wooden pulp, thereby helping prevent
forest destruction, and reducing the use of petroleum-derived




plastic. The company's founder focused on the potential of
limestone and managed to develop new materials with the
cooperation of a former executive of a major paper manufacturer.
More than 10,000 companies have adopted the new materials for
their business cards, company brochures, shopping bags and food
containers. A number of former employees of big companies have
joined the venture, sympathizing with its goal of bringing about
a "sustainability revolution."
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Editorial: Japan's population free fall requires debate on
realistic course of action

Japan's population decline has shown no signs of abating.
Estimates through 2070 show that, on average, the number of
people will continue to decrease each year by nearly 800,000 --
roughly equal to the current population of Yamanashi Prefecture
just west of Tokyo. Japan needs to squarely face up to this
reality.

According to an estimate by the National Institute of Population
and Social Security Research, the country's population will dip
below 100 million people in 2056. While the projected year for
the population fall below the 100 million threshold was pushed
back by three years compared to the previous estimate released
six years ago, the long-term downward trend remains unchanged. By
2070, the national population is expected to shrink 30% from
current levels to 87 million.

The primary reason for slowing down the estimated population
decrease rate was the anticipation that the number of foreign
nationals staying in Japan for a medium to long term will hover
at a high level. The forecast says foreign residents will account
for 10% of Japan's population by 2070.

Yet i1t remains to be seen if the foreign population will
actually increase at such a rate. With regard to their working
environment, low wages and long hours have become problems,
making the country far from ready to accept them.

What is concerning is the accelerating fall in Japan's birth
rate. Over the six years since 2016, the number of newborns
dropped by 200,000, and dipped below 800,000 in 2022. This is
primarily because more and more people remain unmarried. Many
young people hesitate to get married as their livelihood basis is




unstable.
If an aging society and falling birth rate proceed concurrently,

1t will increasingly distort the national demographics.
According to an estimate, the population of those aged 65 and
above will reach a high of about 40 million in 2043, with one in
three people being elderly.

While medical and nursing care costs keep spiraling, the working
population dwindles, making it likely that public pension
benefits will further decline.

The longer peoples' lifespans become, the greater the number of
seniors requiring care. As of now, about 60% of those aged 85 and
over are certified as being in need of care. While Japan is
expected to need 2.8 million workers in the nursing care industry
in 2040, an estimated 700,000 caregivers will be in short supply
that year.

In particular, urban areas like Tokyo, where the population
aging rate is growing, will face serious circumstances.
Development of facilities and hospitals will not keep up with
demand, making it impossible to accommodate and hospitalize all
elderly people requiring nursing and medical care.

Another challenge is the drastic decline in the working
population comprising those aged 15 to 64. According to one
estimate, the productive population will diminish by 20% in 2040
from current levels, depriving Japanese society and the economy
of their pillars.

Marriage and childbirth are left up to each individual's free
choice, while Japan enjoys rising longevity thanks to medical
advancements. It would be difficult to significantly change the
demographics unless further steps are taken, such as accepting
Immigrants.

Former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe became the first Japanese
leader to set a goal for the country's population. He declared in




2015 that Japan would maintain its 100 million population even 50
years later, and aimed to raise the birth rate to 1.8 per woman.
Yet these targets have hardly been achieved.
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Editorial: Sense of joy in learning English key in Japanese
school education

The Japanese education ministry recently announced the results
of this year's national academic assessments targeting sixth
graders and third-year junior high school students. For the
latter, English tests were conducted for the first time in four
years.

The current official school curriculums place emphasis on
building English skills that can be used for communication. But
the students are not quite there yet. It's important to create an
educational environment where children realize, "It's fun to be
able to speak English."

Among the four skills of listening, reading, writing and
speaking, the average rate of correct answers was particularly
low in speaking -- 12.4% to be exact. Over 60% of test takers
gave zero correct answers in this area. It suggests that many
students find it difficult to express their own thoughts in
English in conversations about livelihoods and social topics.

An education ministry survey conducted along with the
assessments may provide hints as to why this may be true. Only
about half of the third-year junior high school students answered
that they liked studying English, fewer than those who said the
same about Japanese and math. Meanwhile, some 70% of sixth
graders said they liked studying English, suggesting that many of
them develop an unfavorable opinion of the subject in junior high
school when learning grammar and other technical aspects shifts
into full gear.

The correct answer rates among the students who said they liked
studying English were high, including in the speaking field. We




need to think about how we can prevent children from disliking
the language.

English skill levels vary depending on regions. Unique
initiatives have proven fruitful in some cases, and they should
be used as references.

The city of Saitama had the highest correct answer rate among
all 47 prefectures and government-designated major cities. For
the past seven years, the city has provided seamless English
education from elementary through junior high school and placed
"language activities" as the central focus of classes where
students communicate their feelings and thoughts in English.

The city also sets opportunities for children to test their
everyday learning, such as holding camps where they spend
English-centered time with assistant language teachers who are
native-level English speakers. Rather than teachers holding one-
sided classes, they make creative efforts to bring out children's
independence.

It's assumed that some areas face a harder time to secure
teachers than others. That said, if they make good used of
information and communications technology, children in Japan can
easily talk with junior and senior high schoolers overseas. This
will also increase their opportunities to enjoy foreign cultures
including music and movies. Examples of progressive initiatives
by some municipalities should be shared with others with support
from the national government.

Acquiring practical English skills will lead to more options in
the future. To expand children's sense of "I like doing this,"
the central and local governments, as well as schools should put
their heads together.

August 10, 2023 (Mainichi Japan)
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Tokyo should rethink plan to cut down historical trees
for redevelopment project
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Editorial: Tokyo should rethink plan to cut down historical trees
for redevelopment project

Officials in charge of a redevelopment plan for the outer garden
area of Tokyo's Meiji Jingu Shinto shrine, known as Meiji Jingu
Gaien, recently held a briefing for residents. A stream of
participants questioned the necessity of the project and its
effect on the environment. |«

The felling of trees with high public value must not be pushed
ahead while doubts about the move remain unaddressed.

Under the plan, Meiji Jingu Stadium and Prince Chichibu Memorial
Rugby Stadium would be rebuilt in another area, and three high-
rise buildings would be constructed in their place. The plans are
being pushed ahead by Meiji Jingu and a major real estate firm,
among other parties. As the plan calls for the felling or
relocation of around 1,000 medium-sized and tall trees,
opposition to the project is spreading.

The briefing was staged in response to the mounting opposition,
but it was only open to residents from a small area. The focus of
questions nevertheless ranged widely, from changes to the
landscape to noise after the relocation of the stadiums. It is
difficult to say that locals' understanding toward the project
has deepened.

A major problem is that project officials have been trying to
creep forward with the redevelopment of a green space loved not
only by residents but by many members of the wider public without
sufficiently releasing information. It became evident in the
meeting that residents were distrustful of developers' method of

rushing to make the project a done deal and leaving consensus-
building till later.




It 1s feared that a major felling of trees could negatively
1mpact the environment and that the construction of the new
stadiums will inhibit the growth of the ginkgo trees that that
area 1s famous for. Concerns that skyscrapers and other features
will change the character of the area have not been resolved
either. The developers explained it is difficult to renovate
Jinju Stadium and so it needs to be relocated and rebuilt. But
concrete evidence 1s lacking.

Normally administrative authorities have a responsibility to
oversee such projects. But the Tokyo Metropolitan Government,
which has authorized the redevelopment, is basically working in
tandem with the developers.

The nongovernmental group ICOMOS Japan, which is involved in the
protection of cultural assets, has voiced its doubts about an
environmental assessment report that the project operators
submitted to the Tokyo Metropolitan Government, questioning the
survey methods and other issues. However, the metropolitan
government's environmental impact assessment committee did not
hear directly from ICOMOS about the issues, effectively placing a
lid on the verification process. Meanwhile, the Japan branch of
the International Association for Impact Assessment has strongly
criticized the project, citing flaws in the procedures.

It 1s difficult to understand the response of Tokyo Gov. Yuriko
Koike, who has repeatedly said and done things that lack a sense
of ownership of the situation. She should work with the
developers to make sure the felling of medium-sized and tall
trees does not proceed as things stand, and lead a review of the
redevelopment plans.

July 21, 2023 (Mainichi Japan)

This article was quoted as an assignment for the 24th Mainichi

Personal Computer Typing Contest June Tournament.




The organizers of the tournament are The Mainichi Newspapers Co.
and General Incorporated Association The National Organization
for Testing Personal Computer Skill.
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